Vol 26. Issue 3 26 Years of Creating Safe Education Spaces for Children

BALA LAKSHYA JYOTHI

Lighting up Children’s future
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Dear friends of Relief Foundation,

Last quarter was an eventful one with a few festivities celebrated with children
in all our centres. Donors and visitors participated in some programs and have
expressed solidarity towards the cause of early child education, the Montessori
way. We have seeded the idea in a couple or more of rural spaces in
West Sikkim and Murshidabad where local youth have shown keen interest to
change the education landscape. Our CMRRC model is now failsafe and
curated for anyone to replicate.

We have now come up with an empowerment series of rural leadership
sessions for our centre heads to aid them becoming self-reliant for funding at
least part of the running costs to begin with. It is being received very well by
them and they all are confident of speaking to their parent community and
elders in the area to support the centre that will aid a firm foundation of
learning for the village children.

We welcome visitors to our centres, which will offer simple eco-tourism
experiences as well.

We hope you enjoy the contents of this newsletter and will continue to support
our initiatives as goodwill ambassadors and donors.

Vidya Shankar Chakravarthy
Founder Chairperson and Managing Trustee.
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CMRRC Thettu

Academic activities:

In this term children were engaged in
different activities like colouring, palm
printing, exploring the nature, visiting the
cowbarns, and games. We celebrated
Krishnashtami, Lord Ganesha Puja,
Dussehra, Deepavali and Christmas.
Children participated in these activities
with much joy.

[
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Parents meeting:

In the parents’ meeting, we discussed
about cleanliness and hygiene to keep the
children and themselves healthy. We also
answered their questions. To see them
turning in good numbers proved that they
were really interested to listen to and learn
good parenting practices.

Visitors:

We had visitors from various places. A
school called Sri Gnanambika High School
from Punganur spent a day in the center
and explored and attended the orientation
about the Montessori system and how
children are benefited during the first
plane of development from 0 to 6 years of
age. We had guests from Japan who spent
the whole day with the children and
engaged the kids in different activities.
They were very happy about the
experience and methods of the Montessori
system.
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Observation:

We observed Master Tilak (name changed) who joined last year. He could not speak a word
when he had joined. Through observing other children’s work and conversations, listening to
the guidelines given by the adults in the classroom, he has improved a lot in his speech. He is
active in the classroom and is also able to utter words. We look forward to seeing more
improvements in the coming months. His parents are very happy to see this progress.

Outreach:

As part of the outreach programme, we visited parents’ of children studying in our centre.
Our observation included the home environment and how the child was at home. It was also
an opportunity to meet parents and discuss with them about the importance of maintaining a
healthy home environment.

relieffoundation.in
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Cascade Montessori
Rural Resource center -
Varandharappilly

Academic Activities:

By the month of August, the children were
ready to do their own activities which
included, but not limited to, taking care of
the environment, protecting the plant, and
etc. Most of the children worked with
sensorial activities and have almost
covered half of total number of activities.
Two  children have been given
presentations in Maths. As they receive
more presentations, their concentration
level also improved because they had
wider choices to choose activities from. It
also helped them to settle down.

relieffoundation.in
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Parents meeting:

The first meeting happened in the month of
September which was addressed by Ms.
Vidya. Ms. Vinu from Bangalore, a
Montessori teacher, participated in the
meeting and shared her knowledge and
thoughts about the Montessori pedagogy
and philosophy. Apart from parents, a few
teachers from Thrissur came and attended
the meeting,.

The inputs were well received that in the
next couple of meetings parents shared
their views and learnings from the
previous meeting held in September.
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Visitors:

A family from Dubai, who had come to
spend time in India during their holidays,
came to see the center. They had heard so
much about the centre that they wanted to
see the work in person. They were
extremely happy see the work and the
centre being present in their village.. In the
same way, a few elderly people and older
children of the village came to see this kind
of education.

Observation:

While there are Ilots of interesting
anecdotes to share, we are particularly
thrilled to report the progress of a child
called Melvin (name changed), who has an
autistic brother. Ever since Melvin joined,
he spoke very little and showed less
interested in received presentations.
However, the environment has changed
him completely. Today he sings songs,
counts numbers, and has started to write.
He is also taking care of the environment.
His parents are extremely happy.

relieffoundation.in

Celebrations :

Independence Day was celebrated on 15t
August. On August 31st Dr. Maria
Montessori’s birthday was celebrated too.
Later in September Onam was celebrated.
Children actively participated in all the
celebrations. For Onam, the children had
brought various dishes from home and
prepared flower beds. We also celebrated
Christmas in which children wore red
colour clothes and made a Christmas tree
and a nanocrib.
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Visits:

Regular home visits are made to update parents on the importance of following good
parenting practices and maintaining the home environment well.

Field Trips :.
We went on an entertainment tour to Thrissur ZOO and Nehru Park. We were able to show

domestic animals, Wild, Water animals to children. The excursion provided a good experience
to the children.

relieffoundation.in
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Cascade Montessori Rural Resource center -

Baripada

Academic Activities:

There are 14 children in the centre. Many
children have received the practical life
activities completely. Parents have
reported the positive impact of these
activities on children even at home. Some
of the children are helping the parents at a
very young age in sweeping, moping, and
cutting vegetables. The name practical life
activities is so apt. Children also repeat
these activities at the centre. A child, who
had completed 3 years in the centre, got
admission in Kendriya Vidyalaya school.
We are extremely happy for the child and
their parents. We are also happy that our
children are able to do well wherever they
take/took admissions.

relieffoundation.in

Attendance

As regards attendance, in spite of being
very cold during the months of October,
November and December, most of the
children came to the centre without taking
leave or falling sick. This was a very
positive development with respect to their
health.

Parents’ Meeting

We met parents on a monthly basis and
gave them tips on parenting. Some parents
were shown a few demonstrations on how
Montessori materials were presented to the
children. As many were new parents, the
demonstration really helped them to
understand the Montessori pedagogy and
philosophy.
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Inviting your Involvement

Calling the World's Attention

PRIORITIZE THE WELLBEING
OF CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Spread the Word
Volunteer
Donate
Visit

relieffoundationindia@gmail.com

+91-0444606456

relieffoundation.in



